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inexhaustible charity and an avoidance of pleasures
and amusements.

Mme Du Barry's presence near the king filled
her heart with grief and bitterness; she prayed
unceasingly for the salvation of a dearly loved and
admired father, asking Heaven the remission of
his sins, and trying by her own virtues to atone for
the king's misconduct. After many hesitations and
much consultation with her confessor, Abbe du
Terney, she resolved to enter a Carmelite convent
to give herself entirely to God; and she did not
confide this plan to anyone; Marie Leczinska and
her sisters were unaware of it.

Only Louis XV learned of it from the lips of
M. de Beaumont, Archbishop of Paris, the princess's
confidant, who had been charged with this mission;
for she herself did not dare undertake so grave a
step.

Mastering his emotions with difficulty, the
monarch promised an answer in a fortnight. After
minutely weighing the reasons which determined
his daughter's vocation, and considering the effect
of harsh monastic discipline on a girl of delicate
health, accustomed to the comforts of Versailles,
and realizing the imperious character of a divine
call, he finally assented, and in February 1770 wrote
the following letter:

"Your Grace, my dear daughter, who has given
me an account of all your information and advice,
will surely have recounted also all that I said in
reply. If it is for God alone, I can offer no oppo-
sition to her wishes or your decision .... You